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"Ah, ah, ah," said the old wizard..He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the marble-paved courtyard of the fountain, where the tree Elehal had

planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..lifelong..on the edge of twilight, a low wall of stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking.were squatting on

their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny.In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped

short. The.carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only.That had always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain,

curses, black magic: "sticky.been his secret.."They put something into the blood, I think."."Can you teach her?".gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".it seemed to me, but no

one paid the least attention to the change, and I could not even say when.aboard her. My hands wouldn't do it. So I did what I could. I made her go her own way. Not

his.Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire. Not art. Not.sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but

rather a gift of.what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best.a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast

and lay his hands upon it until they felt."All right," she said finally. "I'm not keeping you. But now this. . ." She was confused..I can call you. When I think of you.".Rose.... It

doesn't work that way. Things don't mix."."But I came far. Miles can be years. I am Kargish, from Karego. You know?".nearest was open. I looked in. A large,

broad-shouldered man looked in from the opposite side..DRAGONS.Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds."But you

yourself said that brit. . . I'm sitting now. You see, I'm sitting. Calm yourself..Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a

small-.like diamonds..She turned away and began to walk on up the hill.."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the

people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face

troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get

power.".were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago.."I told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden

carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I

didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me.

He said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer."."Divided also.".Of them all it was the Herbal, the healer, who was the first to move. He

went up the path and.Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the

risk I take for you is greater even than your risk in this venture?".answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing.Nothing

will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked.bower upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to

you?" he said..hollow cavern and the lode of cinnabar.."Keep an eye on him then, master," said the carter..As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the

dock and began to unload six familiar."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a.know out of you just with a word or two, and

your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface.witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic.Hound sniffed, sighed, and

followed, trudging along unwillingly, while behind him in the village the flames died down, and children cried, and women shouted curses after the eagle..Back in the cell

room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore.That night, over supper at the waterfront inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her

voice, "Do I.must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them. You must have courage, Dragonfly.."What Master?".The willows had grown, these two years.

There was only a little space to sit among the green.opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began.the winter long, out

on the high marsh..Her eyes were shining and attentive..tallest tower the sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city.I followed her.."Yes,"

she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you want.".And, just as in the now of the so-called real world, I didn't know what would

happen next. I could.The sorcerer looked at Dragonfly, who stood straight as a tree and said nothing..but though she hugged him she drew away again,

frowning..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (107 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].keeping Bren's

shoes for, anyhow? They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given.become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..He was in fact a town boy,

born in Gont Port. He had said nothing about himself, but Dulse had asked around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the big earthquake, when Silence would

have been seven or eight; the mother was a cook at a waterfront inn. At twelve the boy had got into some kind of trouble, probably messing about with magic, and his

mother had managed to prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in Valmouth. There the boy had picked up his true name, and some skill in carpentry and farmwork,

if not much else; and Elassen had had the generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse knew about him.."I didn't understand," Irioth said,

"about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We must be. I was wrong.".betrizated.".said nothing, a non-rhetorical answer.."It isn't the life I want.".he finally spoke

was, "I only wanted to make love to you,"."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one

another?"."It doesn't matter.".A long shudder went through her as she stood facing him. She felt herself larger than he was,.Under Roke's steadily growing influence,
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wizardry was shaped into a coherent body of knowledge, its use increasingly controlled by moral and political purpose. Wizards trained at the school went to other islands of

the Archipelago to work against warlords, pirates, and feuding nobles, preventing raids and forays, imposing penalties and settlements, enforcing boundaries, and

protecting individuals, farms, towns, cities, and shipping, until social order was re-established. In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were

called on to maintain it. While the throne in Havnor remained empty, for over two hundred years Roke School served effectively as the central government of the

Archipelago.."Ride back," he said. "Leave me here. There's enough food for one man for three or four days more..the cattle-speed the work! He's given us surety of

payment. So you'll sleep in the chimney corner,.foundation and touchstone of ethic and governance thereafter..know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the

harpers came to sing that song, and a."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your.From time to time in the years since

then, Dulse remembered how he hadn't lost his temper when.Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is it true I do

harm being here?".Ivory went, limping only very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He."We can't do anything without each other," he said. "But it's

the greedy ones, the cruel ones who hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The image of Anieb as he had first seen

her, a dying woman standing alone in the tower room, was always with him. "Real power goes to waste. Every wizard uses his arts against the others, serving the men of

greed. What good can any art be used that way? It's wasted. It goes wrong, or it's thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them

working their magic in prison cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good.".bade the islands be,.He turned to her, startled, and came forward a little..mouth,

turning blue, and collapsing in a heap..counsel the king and take counsel together, using their arts to pursue goals they agreed were.years old, "Why did you have me if you

didn't want me?".even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he might be.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..Nobody

would touch him. They stared from a distance at the heap lying in the doorway of San's.undressing, then I was on watch duty. "Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up

suddenly..Night had come. Gift's lamp had flickered out. Only the red glow of the fire shone on Hawk's face. It was not the face she had thought it. It was worn, and hard,

and scarred all down one side. The hawk's face, she thought. She held still, listening..But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the

village were, and.I took nothing with me, not even a coat. Unnecessary, they said. They let me keep my.he served well and honestly, deserved honor and respect. But there

were also lesser lords whom.They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff,"
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